Nutrient Management— Program Options
Nutrient Management plays an important role in maximum nutrient utilization while minimizing nutrient
leaching and surface runoff.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 2020
•

Financial assistance is available to develop a Nutrient Management Plan created by a private sector or the
Stearns SWCD/NRCS office staff.

•

Once a baseline Nutrient Management Plan has been developed, producers are eligible to apply for the
following practices:
*Basic Nutrient Management - Payment Rate: $5 acre

*Basic Nutrient Management with Manure and/or Compost - Payment Rate: $11 acre
*Basic Precision Nutrient Management - Payment Rate: $32 acre
*Adaptative Nutrient Management (Replicated Plots) - Payment Rate: $1,613
•

Operators can apply for up to 3 consecutive years of
payments for the above practices. Payments will be issued
after all nutrient applications are complete for the crop
year and proper records have been submitted for review.

•

Applications may be taken at anytime. The 2020 EQIP
application deadline is March 13, 2020, at which time
applicants must determine:


The resource concern(s) to be addressed.



The type of tillage.



Amount of acres to be planted.

View of drag line manure practice in a corn field after the harvest in
Stearns County.

Stearns County Highly Vulnerable DWSMAs: N Management Practices for Safe Drinking Water
•

Financial assistance is available to implement a Nutrient Management Plan created by a private sector or
the NRCS/SWCD office staff.

Benefits of Nutrient Management
•

The opportunity to work with a Technical Service
Provider (TSP) to determine the right rate, form,
timing, and placement of nutrients.

•

Be in compliance with manure record keeping
requirements with Minnesota Rule 7020
(the feedlot rule).

•

What is Required?
•

Soil sampling must follow the “USDA-NRCS Soil
Sampling and Testing Requirements” fact sheet.

•

Manure spreader calibrations and manure samples
are needed from all sources with 15 or more animal
units to determine rate of manure application and
nutrient content.

Maximize nutrient efficiencies with the possibility
of increasing yields.

•

Follow University of Minnesota recommendations
for nutrients (N-P2O5-K2O).

•

Save money.

•

•

Reduce nutrient runoff to surface water and reduce
the potential to leach nutrients to groundwater.

Observe State setbacks for manure application from
wells and surface waters including streams, rivers,
lakes, wetlands, tile intakes, and ditches.
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Technical Assistance

Soil Samples

Stearns County SWCD staff are available
to provide technical assistance on
nutrient management planning, manure
spreader calibrations, and soil sampling
techniques.

Soil samples must be less than 4 years
old to determine nutrient (N-P2O5K2O) levels for proper application
rates.

Manure Samples & Spreader
Calibrations
Manure samples must be less than 1
year old or more frequent if operational
changes occur. Spreader calibrations are
also needed for all manure sources.

Let us help you decide what may personally work best for your operation!

Example 1— Manure Applied into
Cover Crop

Example 2—Surface Manure
Application

Example 3— Strip-Till Manure
Application

April 22nd: In the fall, cereal rye was
broadcast seeded and incorporated with
vertical tillage after soybeans. Followed
by sweep injected manure.

August 16th: A vertical beater box
spreader is used to surface apply
manure on an alfalfa field.

August 16th: A Soil Warrior Applicator
demonstrates the application of
strip-tilling manure into an alfalfa field.
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